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which Mr. Keble had vacated.    There was no one of
equal eminence to succeed him;  but there was in
Oxford a man of undoubted poetical genius, of refined
taste and subtle thought, though of unequal power,
who had devoted his gifts to the same great purpose
for which Mr. Keble had written the Christian Year.
No one who has looked into the Baptistery^ whatever
his feeling towards the writer, can doubt whether Mr.
Isaac Williams was a poet and knew what poetry
meant.    He was an intimate friend of Mr. Keble and
Mr. Newman, and so he was styled a Tractarian; but
no name offered itself so obviously to the electors as
his, and in due  time his friends  announced  their
intention of bringing him forward.     His competitor
was Mr. (afterwards Archdeacon) Garbett of Brase-
nose, the college of Heber and Milman, an accom-
plished gentleman of high culture, believed to have
an acquaintance, not common then in Oxford, with
foreign literature, whose qualifications stood high in
the opinion of his University friends, but who had
given no evidence to the public of his claims to the
office.    It was inevitable, it was no one's special fault,
that  the  question  of   theological   opinions   should
intrude itself; but at first it was only in private that
objections were raised or candidatures recommended
on theological grounds.    But rumours were abroad
that the  authorities of Brasenose  were  canvassing
their college on these grounds : and in an unlucky
moment for Mr. Williams, Dr. Pusey, not without the
knowledge, but without the assenting judgment of